Arsenic and Old Lace/Comic Shorts
Audition Form – bring to your audition
Name: 








ID#: 




Contact E-mail: 







Grade: 



I prefer communication through (circle one) 
E-mail   
Facebook

Which are you auditioning for: (circle one) 







Arsenic and Old Lace

Comic Shorts

        Both 

Desired type of role:  (circle one)  







Any

Small             Supporting Cast (Med) 
               Lead           

If you get a larger or smaller part than you indicated will you still accept your role?     *Yes   No    Maybe

If no or maybe, please explain: 

If you don't get cast in the fall play and don't want to do Comic Shorts, would you want to do crew?   Yes   No   













    Maybe 

*By auditioning for the production you are officially signing up for the class. Do not audition if you are not sure you want to be involved in the production.
Specific part(s) you may be interested in (understand that this does not guarantee that these are not the only roles you might be considered for, it only helps to inform our decision making): 

Previous acting or performance experience (classes, productions, coaching)

Special talents or skills (accents, musical talent, juggling, etc)
Afternoon and weekend obligations (i.e. tutoring, Speech & Debate, clubs, sports, etc.):

Major Scheduling Conflicts from 9/1-11/18 (i.e. family wedding, testing, college visits, dr. appointments, etc. excluding winter and spring breaks.):

What to Prepare for the Audition
· Prepare a one-minute comic monologue*

· *Preferably not from a movie – if you choose to do a movie monologue then you will be judged for the quality of your own interpretation and not your imitation of someone else’s acting choices.

· Pick up a form and return it at the time of your audition – on the form you have the option to choose whether you are auditioning for the fall play, the comic shorts or both. If you are only doing the comic shorts you should still present a comic monologue; there will be a later casting once the number of students participating is determined.
Do not complete this side
--------------------------------------
Monologue Notes
Roles considered for:
Callbacks? 
Callback Notes: 

Arsenic and Old Lace/Comic Shorts
Audition and Production Information
Audition Dates/Times:

· There will be two days of auditions – please sign up for ONE slot and write it down so you don't forget
· Callbacks are scheduled for Wed 8/31. Callbacks will be posted outside E-7 Wed. morning.
· Sign-up for auditions the week of 8/23-8/26; you will also be able to pick up an audition form when you sign up.

· Final cast list will be posted Thurs. 9/1 right after 5th period, outside E-7 – be prepared to attend the meeting following at 3:00. Check for callbacks and final list after Tues and Wed please.

Day One and Two: Mon. 8/29 and Tues 8/30
Prepare a one-minute comic monologue*

*Preferably not from a movie – if you choose to do a movie monologue then you will be judged for the quality of your own interpretation and not your imitation of someone else’s acting choices.

Pick up a form and return it at the time of your audition – on the form you have the option to choose whether you are auditioning for the fall play, the comic shorts or both. If you are only doing the comic shorts you should still present a comic monologue; there will be a later casting once the number of students participating is determined.

Callbacks: Wed.9/1 3-5 
The callback list is only for students we need to see a little more from before casting is completed. If you are not on the call back list, it does not mean that you are not in the fall play or that you don’t have a part (everyone who auditions will be considered for Comic Shorts).
About the show

Originally set in the early 1940s, Arsenic tells the story of newspaper drama critic Mortimer Brewster, a normal, run‐of‐the‐mill guy who is anxious to marry his fiance, the girl‐next‐door and a minister’s daughter, Elaine. But standing solidly between Mortimer and matrimonial bliss is the wackiest, weirdest family tree that ever grew! His two sweet aunts, Abby and Martha have developed murder as their favorite hobby. Out of a twisted sense of sympathy, they regularly poison lonely old men with a mixture of arsenic and elderberry wine and then bury them in the cellar. Cousin Teddy sports pince‐nez and a handlebar moustache and regularly charges up San Juan Hill! And horrid brother Jonathan has just arrived from an asylum with a new face (ala Boris Karloff) and a sinister side‐kick named Dr. Einstein. It’s “Home Sweet Homicide” as Mortimer tries to thwart the police (a kindly but goofy bunch), conceal a corpse, curtail any more killing, and convince Elaine that a wedding with a man who is drowning in such a murky gene pool would lead to nothing but woe. Arsenic and Old Lace is a classic comic melodrama. 

(description taken from Theatre on the Ridge)
Roles to be Cast
Abby Brewster: One of two elderly sisters who live in one of the oldest houses in Brooklyn and have all their lives. Of the two sisters, Abby is clearly the more dominant (though not dominating, in any way). A churchgoer with an odd sense of Christian duties, old‐fashioned, kindly, calm. Both Abby and her sister, Martha, are happy, healthy, lucid, and spry. 

Martha Brewster: The more submissive (but not submitting) of the two sisters. She has a backbone and should not be played as a weakling. Many of Martha’s qualities are mirrored in her sister. Abby is different from Martha. Old‐fashioned, very conventional in terms of how people should behave in public despite her private behavior. 

Mortimer Brewster: Nephew of Abby and Martha, and brother to both Teddy and Jonathan Brewster, Mortimer is a nice guy, one who is comfortable with himself despite everything and quick on his feet in terms of assessing situations and making decisions. He’s kind to his aunts, genuine and teasing with his fiancée. He’s a theater critic who hates his job because he has to see so many lousy shows, and he’s a novice writer of nonfiction ‐‐ an exceptionally intelligent guy who doesn’t have proper outlets for his talents. He can also be a little arrogant.

Teddy Brewster: R: Nephew of the sisters, brother to Mortimer. He thinks he’s Theodore Roosevelt. Actor playing the role has to convince audience that he is Roosevelt. Several times in play, Teddy runs up a flight of stairs and screams “CHARGE!” as if he is going up San Juan Hill again. He’s a wonderful acting opportunity. 

Jonathan Brewster: R: Jonathan is a sociopath, a shady, creepy, unpredictable, short‐tempered, a violent murderer, a felon on the run. As a child, he “tortured” his brother Mortimer and worms. He’s the antagonist, and he does an amazing job at it. He’s been through numerous plastic surgeries to alter his appearance so the police can’t ID him. He harbors a very deep‐seated animosity for Mortimer.

Dr. Einstein: Mousey companion and plastic surgeon to Jonathan. Utterly submissive to Jonathan, but know how to (attempt to) control him. A good guy (or girl) whose life has gone bad; we should believe that he would have become a wonderful, upstanding citizen. Script says Einstein is “ ratty in appearance" and "there is something about him that suggests the unfrocked priest."

Eliane Harper: She’s the daughter of a minister. Yet, she really doesn’t play well the role of a minister’s daughter. She’s a little bit wily, and sassy, and absolutely sharp. She is refinement mingled with the realities of a life that’s been lived a bit beyond what might be expected given her upbringing. The actor seeking this role will show genuine zest and spunk. She will also need to display a wonderful sense of versatility. 

Dr. Harper: Dr. Harper is a doctor of divinity, minister of the church next door to the Brewsters. The Brewster sisters have seen many ministers come and go over the years, but they seem to be particularly fond of Dr. Harper. Harper worries that Mortimer is perhaps not the best option for his child. 

Officer Brody: The first police officer we meet in the show. Brody is a thoroughly likable sort of fellow. 

Officer Klein: Klein is not good at cleaning guns. Also, likable. 

Mr. Gibbs: Gibbs is the quiet old man who comes to the Brewster home looking to rent a room. His dialog, short as it is, is very revealing. It speaks to the sort of education and background he’s had. He’s a little gruff,but he warms up fairly quickly upon being offered a treat he hasn’t had since he was a child.

Officer O'Hara: Good‐natured and well‐intentioned but annoying. O’Hara really doesn’t mean to come across as annoying as he does. He is on very good terms with the aunts. 

Lt. Rooney: Rooney is the man in charge at the local police precinct. He’s forced to run a pretty tight ship so Rooney has very little patience for blunders and mistakes, most of which he deems inexcusable. Yet, he sometimes misses the obvious. He’s loud, decisive, and clearly in‐charge of every situation in which he finds himself – even if he isn’t. 

Mr. Witherspoon: Superintendent of Happydale Sanitarium. Has a gentle, reserved dynamic. Has seen it all with regards to human behavior. Very little catches Witherspoon off‐guard.   





(descriptions modified from Sandy Arts) 
Important Dates--Arsenic and Old Lace
· First Cast and Crew Meetings: Thurs. 9/1 (First ensemble vocals rehearsal Fri. 1/16)
· Cast rehearsals: Mon.–Thurs. 9/6 @ 3-5 (Will be chunked by act and scene--if your part is not in that, you are not officially called unless otherwise told) 
· Crew: Production Meeting: 9/2@ 3-5. During regular rehearsals 9/6-11/27 Tues, Thurs, Fri @3-5.  From 10/28-11/8 on, rehearsal is daily and times will run differently
· Technical Rehearsals: 10/31-11/4
· Dress Rehearsals: Mon. 11/7 @ 2-6; Tues. 11/8 @ 6-10
· Performance Dates (6 total): Wed 11/9 @ 4, Thurs 11/10 @ 7; Wed 11/16, Thurs 11/17, Fri 11/18 @ 7 (5 total)
· Clean-up day: Mon. 11/21@ 3-5

Important Dates--Comic Shorts 

· Directors' Meeting: Fri 9/2 @ 

· Casting for Comic Shorts: Fri 9/9 @2-3
· First Cast Meeting: TBD
· Cast Rehearsals: Mondays 2-3 & Fridays 3-5 (1 hour daily rehearsals will run from Tues. 11/16-12/9, except for Thanksgiving weekend). 

· Tech and dress: 12/12-14 from 3-5

· Shows: 12/15 & 12/16 @ 6 (2 performances)

· Clean-up day (if needed): Mon 12/19 @3-5

*Students must be able to attend all performance dates, run-throughs, dress rehearsals, technical rehearsals, as well as all called rehearsal days for blocking, staging, etc. Absences could result in a lowered grade or being dropped from the performance and/or class. Please notify Mrs. Webb of conflicts as soon as possible to avoid being dropped.

Dates subject to change
